Chinese Materials Related to the
Geopolitical Crisis in the Far East
between China, Japan & the USA

My collection of materials on China's history is based on scientific sources and newspaper articles
published in Mainland China. I searched them for information on subjects of public interest and
typed some Chinese passages into my computer, chosen from printed books I collected some years
ago. I did the same with recently published articles on Chinese websites that are dealing with
related aspects of China's history.

All has been done to work for a better understanding of the current development in and about China
from a strictly neutral position. If you don't like what you are reading here, then put the blame on
national policies and historic mechanisms that led us into the present situation.

Wolfgang Wiesner
December 7, 2025
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A choice of subjects from Modern History of China (part 1/2)
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As early as the Meiji era, Japan formulated the arrogant ambition of first conquering Korea and
Taiwan, then China, and eventually the world as its "continental policy".

In 1874, Japan invaded Taiwan with support of the United States, and then invaded Korea with
American aid.

In 1876, Japan urged Korea by military force to sign the unequal Treaty of Ganghwa.
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The Treaty of [Shimonoseki| was officially signed on April 17, 1895.
The main contents of the treaty were:

(1) Cession of the Liaodong Peninsula, Taiwan and its dependent islands, as well as the
Penghu islands to Japan;

(2) Payment of reparations to Japan for military expenses in the form of 200 million taels of
silver;

(3) [China's] Qing government agreeing to Korea's independence, which in reality means
agreeing to Japan's control of Korea;

(4) Allowing Japanese capitalists in China an investment and factory establishment in
commercial ports;

(5) Opening of commercial ports in Shashi, Chongqing, Suzhou, and Yangzhou, allowing
Japanese ships to dock at these ports and carry passengers and cargo.

After the Treaty of Shimonoseki was signed, three countries ( Russia, Germany and France )
intervened in the frame of an imperialist struggle for China, and forced Japan to agree to the
payment of 30 million taels to the Qing government to "redeem" the Liaodong Peninsula.

[Editor: 1) The Meiji era was a period in Japanese history that extended from 1868 to 1912. 2) The
Chinese name for that war is “Shielding from the Buffalo* and which has the idea of a “War of
Resistance . China was fighting a militant Japanese force that later invaded further and more
essential areas of China. It finally needed two atomic bombs to make Japan surrender in World
War II. Thereafter, a redistribution of annected territories took place in the 1945 Potsdam Treaty.]
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As to the neighbours of Eastern China, there are not many countries that trade with China via sea
routes; just countries such as Korea and Ryukyu, and only Japan.

Korea's friendly relations with the Great Ming Empire were thoroughly organized as early as the
beginning of the Hongwu period. The title of a King of Goryeo was bestowed by the Ming Empire.
[ Editor: Period of Emperor Hongwu (1368-1398), founder of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) |

As for the tributary relationship between Ryukyu and the Ming Empire, it was established in the
early Hongwu period.
Only Japan had the most pressing need to trade with the Ming; however, the trade relationship was

always difficult to manage.
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Okinawa lies across the sea from Zhejiang and Fujian, China. Actually, it also has a much older
identity as the Ryukyu Kingdom.

Beginning in the 15th century, the Ming and Qing imperial courts conferred canonization on the
Ryukyu kings several times; relying on the advantages of a Sino-Ryukyu tributary trade,

Ryukyu created a glorious era of great voyages to East Asia and became an important maritime
trade hub in Asia. As a result, Chinese civilization was also deeply penetrated into Ryukyu's cultural
genes.
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In 1372, Ryukyu paid tribute to China. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, whenever the throne
of the Ryukyu Kingdom changed, it would ask China for a title. China would also send a grand
canonization mission to Ryukyu eastward, with a total of more than 20 times.

Today, hundreds of years of historical memory have not died out due to the changing years, but
have instead become an important local festival celebration in Okinawa. The city is mobilized
during the grand ceremony, and the streets are empty.




