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Zelensky exposed this matter, the Kremlin flatly denied it

On the 13th, Ukrainian President Zelensky claimed that North Korea is not only providing weapons
to Russia in its war against Ukraine, but also sending manpower. Russia has denied this claim,
calling it "fake news."

According to Reuters, Zelensky said in a video address that evening: "We believe that the alliance
between Russia and regimes like North Korea is being strengthened," and "This involves not only
the transfer of weapons, but North Korea is actually sending North Koreans to the occupying army
(Russia)."

He said: "In this situation, it is clear that our relationship with our partners needs to be further
strengthened," and "The front line needs more support. Not just a simple list of military equipment,
but about providing Ukraine with longer-range forces and more sustained military supplies."
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Playing too big, North Korea may send volunteers

North Korea and Russia's relationship has no limits: Pyongyang may send volunteers to the
Ukrainian battlefield.

South Korean and Ukrainian officials said this week that North Korean soldiers are supporting
Russian forces on the ground, some of whom may have been killed or injured, raising questions
about whether military cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow has entered a new phase.

The Washington Post reported that South Korean and Ukrainian officials said North Korean troops
are supporting Russia in Ukraine. Kim Jong-un has pledged "full support” for Russian President
Putin in his fight against Ukraine. Seoul and Kyiv said Kim Jong-un is now expressing his support
by sending military personnel.
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Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Thursday dismissed reports that Pyongyang had sent
military personnel to fight in Ukraine, calling them "fake news."
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Last week, reports emerged on Telegram channels and Ukrainian media about North Korean
soldiers supporting Russians in the Russian-occupied Donbas region.

Earlier this summer, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and Russian President Vladimir Putin
signed a joint defense treaty, with Kim pledging "full support" for Putin against Ukraine. The
agreement highlighted how the leaders of the two countries, both subject to harsh Western
sanctions, have deepened their partnership since Putin's invasion of Ukraine in early 2022.

Moscow first turned to Pyongyang for weapons support. The U.S. has said North Korea has shipped
large quantities of ammunition, including artillery shells, to Russia. Both North Korea and Russia
have denied these allegations.

Now, Pyongyang is apparently sending soldiers.

South Korean Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup told a parliamentary session on Tuesday [Oct.8] that
reports of North Korean troops assisting Russia are "highly likely," adding that Pyongyang is
looking to send more personnel to support Russia's war effort.

"Russia and North Korea have reached an agreement that is essentially a military alliance, so it is
highly likely that North Korea will send more troops. We are assessing this," Lee told lawmakers.

Ukraine has alleged that Pyongyang has sent military personnel to oversee the use of North Korean
ammunition and ballistic missiles, some of whom have been killed in action.

Andriy Kovalenko, head of the Center for Countering Disinformation under the National Security
and Defense Council of Ukraine, posted on Telegram late Tuesday that Pyongyang has sent troops,
including military engineers to oversee the use of weapons, "some of whom have already died."

Ukrainian military intelligence officials said it is unclear where the combat units trained in Russia
will be deployed on the front lines in Ukraine. The official said Moscow could deploy them in
border regions of Russia, freeing up Russian troops to fight in Ukraine.

Reports of North Koreans on the front lines began circulating after an anonymous Russian Telegram
channel, "Kremlin snuffbox," reported that a Ukrainian missile strike on the Russian-occupied
Donetsk region killed more than 20 soldiers, including six North Korean officers.

The Ukrainian military, citing sources in the Russian Ministry of Defense, said that three more
North Koreans were injured. The North Koreans were there to "exchange experience" on the front
lines. Ukrainian military officials confirmed that a Ukrainian missile strike on October 3 killed
North Korean officers who "were not directly involved in combat, but were military personnel
already integrated into the Russian army."

The Washington Post said that while North Korea rarely engages in foreign intervention, it has sent
military personnel to assist in the use and development of weapons and related technologies.
According to a UN panel of experts monitoring North Korea's sanctions violations, in 2016, North
Korean missile technicians traveled to Damascus, reportedly staying at Syrian military facilities and
helping to operate chemical and missile factories in Barzah, Adra, and Hama.

North Korea has also used military assistance, including weapons and training, to strengthen
bilateral relations with other developing countries, such as Africa. According to Vietnamese records,
during the Vietnam War, North Korea sent pilots to help defend North Vietham from US air strikes.
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Putin finally waited for Eastern allies to send troops

As the conflict between Russia and Ukraine continues for two and a half years with no resolution in
sight, Russia seems to be ushering in a new turning point. While the United States is deeply
involved in disputes in the Middle East, especially Israel, military forces from its Eastern allies have
quietly entered Russia, preparing to help Russia fight against Ukraine.

According to US media reports on the 12th, U.S. intelligence has confirmed that thousands of North
Korean soldiers are undergoing training in Russia and it is expected that these soldiers will be sent
to the front line in Ukraine before the end of the year.

South Korean news also pointed out that North Korea is preparing to send engineers and
construction workers to Donetsk and Luhansk to help Russia with its reconstruction work.
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Their weapons mainly rely on imitation, modification and independent research and development.
Their military industry is mainly concentrated on army equipment, and there are obvious
shortcomings in the air force and drones.



The [Ukrainian] Defense Intelligence Agency claimed that North Korean engineers arrived in
[eastern Ukraine] this summer. And by early October as well.

Ukrainian media even reported that the Ukrainian army discovered North Korean soldiers on the
Donetsk front line and attacked them, causing more than 20 casualties, including 6 North Korean
officers.

However, Russia denied the news that North Korea sent troops into Russia, saying it was
completely a rumor. Putin also responded to relevant news in September, saying that Russia does
not need any foreign troops to participate in Russian military operations.

Therefore, it is still unclear whether North Korea is actually sending troops.
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