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My collection of materials on China's history is based on scientific sources and newspaper articles
published in Mainland China. I searched them for information on subjects of public interest and
typed some Chinese passages into my computer, chosen from printed books I collected some years
ago. I did the same with recently published articles on Chinese websites that are dealing with
related aspects of China's history.

This has been done to promote a better understanding of current development in and about China
from a neutral position. If you don't like what you are reading here, then put the blame on national
policies of the actors and historic mechanics that confronted us with the current crisis in Far East.
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As early as the Meiji era, Japan formulated the arrogant ambition of first conquering Korea and
Taiwan, then China, and eventually the world as its "continental policy".

In 1874, Japan invaded Taiwan with support of the United States, and then invaded Korea with
American aid.

In 1876, Japan urged Korea by military force to sign the unequal Treaty of Ganghwa.
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The Treaty of [Shimonoseki| was officially signed on April 17, 1895.
The main contents of the treaty were:

(1) Cession of the Liaodong Peninsula, Taiwan and its dependent islands, as well as the
Penghu islands to Japan;

(2) Payment of reparations to Japan for military expenses in the form of 200 million taels of
silver;

(3) [China's] Qing government agreeing to Korea's independence, which in reality means
agreeing to Japan's control of Korea;

(4) Allowing Japanese capitalists in China an investment and factory establishment in
commercial ports;

(5) Opening of commercial ports in Shashi, Chongqing, Suzhou, and Yangzhou, allowing
Japanese ships to dock at these ports and carry passengers and cargo.

After the Treaty of Shimonoseki was signed, three countries ( Russia, Germany and France )
intervened in the frame of an imperialist struggle for China, and forced Japan to agree to the
payment of 30 million taels to the Qing government to "redeem" the Liaodong Peninsula.

[Editor: 1) The Meiji era was a period in Japanese history that extended from 1868 to 1912. 2) The
Chinese name for that war is “Shielding from the Buffalo* and which has the idea of a “War of
Resistance . China was fighting a militant Japanese force that later invaded further and more
essential areas of China. It finally needed two atomic bombs to make Japan surrender in World
War Il. Thereafter, a redistribution of annexed territories took place in the 1945 Potsdam Treaty.]
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Yang Dongliang - The Complete Story of Japan's Occupation of the Diaoyu Islands
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In the 14th century, the Chinese first discovered the Diaoyu Islands. The names of Diaoyu Island
and Chikan Island (also known as Chiwei Island) first appeared in a book called Xufeng Xiangsong,
which is now kept in the Bodleian Library at Oxford University in the UK.

In 1534 (the 13th year of the Jiajing reign period of the Ming Dynasty), Chen Kan's book, “The
Record of the Embassy to Ryukyu®, more fully recorded the names of Diaoyu Island, Huangmao
Island (also known as Huangwei Island), and Chiwei Island. The book says, "After passing Diaoyu
Island, after passing Huangmao Island, after passing Chiwei Island... see the Gumi Mountain, which
belongs to Ryukyu." This means that Diaoyu Island and the other two small islands belong to
China, and it is not until the Gumi Mountain that they belong to Ryukyu.

In 1565 (the 44th year of the Jiajing reign period of the Ming Dynasty), Zheng Shungong, a
diplomat from the Ming Dynasty who was sent to Japan, also pointed out in his book, “Japan's
Mirror®, that "Diaoyu Island is a small island in the east (i.e. from Taiwan)": he clearly explained
the relationship between Diaoyu Island and Taiwan.

During World War II, the Cairo Declaration of 1943 stipulated that Japan should "return Taiwan and
other occupied territories to China."

The Potsdam Proclamation of 1945 stated that "the terms of the Cairo Declaration shall be carried
out."

After Japan announced its unconditional surrender on August 15 of that year, accepting the Potsdam
Proclamation, various international documents clearly stated that Taiwan and its surrounding islands
belonged to China.

However, the Japanese government used the excuse that the Diaoyu Islands belonged to Okinawa
Prefecture to secretly hand them over to the United States for trusteeship.

In 1971, the US also secretly transferred the "administrative jurisdiction" of the Diaoyu Islands to
Japan, "returning" them to Japan.

[From then, Diaoyu Island has become and still is a “bone of contention‘* between China & Japan.
Located in the area of disputed islands, marked with a red circle in the regional map, it even made
its appearence in a weekly press conference of China's Foreign Ministry held in 2013.]
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The ports of Dairen (Dalian "Ki%) near Port Arthur and Yuki (Xiongji #3%) in Korea are
connected by the South-Manchurian Railway with Manchukuo's capital Changchun (%)
which had been renamed into Hsinking (Xinjing #75{ = New Capital). The above quoted

book text is referring to the railway line that had been built and fortified by the Japanese
army, intended as an economic & military backbone of Japan's puppet state of Manchuria.

The township of Mukden is where a staged assault on the railway caused minor damage

in 1931, which served Japan as a pretext for the complete military takeover of Manchuria.
That incident became known as the Mukden incident or, by its date, as the 9-1-8 incident.

Der Hafen von Daiven  KIE Dalian



Hafen von Nuli Eﬁg Xiongji

AXABESAESE Sinting & Changchun
HERMENEEFRE Die jovanide Botfdaft i Xinjing (New Capital)
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Pu Yi — The First Half of My Life
(autobiography of China's last emperor)

1964 i 1 ERE A ik
$S512 7

[ This is about Pu Yi's memories after his activity ended as an “Emperor of Manchukuo “, the
Japanese puppet state of Manchuria, when he found himself accused before a Chinese tribunal
for alleged war crimes. At that time, he had to face Japanese prisoners of war, now accused of
cruelties committed against Chinese citizens. |
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There was a Japanese war criminal, a former army general. .......

....... He still did not let go off his officer's arrogance. However, this time in court, he admitted to
the crime of ordering his troops to carry out six mass killings of civilians in the Jidong area and in
Henan's Xun County. For example, in October 1942, a regiment under his command killed 1,280
residents in Panggezhuang Village and burned down more than 1,000 homes.

Speaking of crimes, he said, "When I think about the many Chinese people I have killed, causing
their relatives to suffer hardship, and it is the victims' relatives who are currently taking care of me,
my heart is like being cut in two."
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Pu Yi as Emperor of Manchukuo A% 97 [E 277 (China in Construction)
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Pu Yi as a witness before the military tribunal of the People's Supreme Court

BNIERE ARERESARELIFIE (from Pu Yi's autobiography)
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History of Taiwan

B3 W www.historychina.net
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Taiwan is an integral part of our great motherland. Taiwan has a deep and long-standing connection
with mainland China. In ancient times, Taiwan and the mainland were originally connected. Later,
due to crustal movement, part of the connected landmass sank into a strait, and Taiwan became an
island.

The seabed of the Taiwan Strait is like a river valley, with two major river systems, south and north.
This was formed when it was still land and was impacted and eroded by the river water. The deepest
point is nothing more than100 meters, and the depth in most places is only 50 meters. However,
15,000 years ago, the sea surface of the East China Sea was about 130 meters lower than now. This
geologically shows that the two sides of the Taiwan Strait were originally a plate. Islands such as
Taiwan and Penghu are on the southeast coast of the motherland. On the continental shelf, it is
connected to Fujian Province.

Modern science has also proven that Taiwan is not only part of the continental shelf of the East
China Sea, but that Taiwan's basic topography, identical to the mainland's massifs, is, in terms of
geological composition, the same acidic igneous rock mass as Fujian and Zhejiang provinces. So,
later someone gave Taiwan an elegant name “floating Fujian”, which means that Taiwan is the
part of Fujian Province floating on the sea.

Judging from archaeological discoveries on the island of Taiwan, the culture of the motherland
mainland had already spread to Taiwan during the Paleolithic period. A large number of cultural
relics such as stone tools, black pottery, painted pottery and two-winged copper arrowheads from
the Yin Dynasty [late Shang Dynasty 1324-1066 BC] unearthed in various parts of Taiwan prove
that Taiwan's prehistoric culture belongs to the same lineage as the motherland.
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Ancient Map of China, created by M. Bonne, royal hydrographer at
the Cartographic Office of the French Navy, and published in 1762.
A map detail showing the island of Taiwan, also known as Formosa.
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In 1683, after the Qing government unified Taiwan, it established one prefecture and three counties
in Taiwan the following year, under the jurisdiction of Fujian Province. Taiwan was reincorporated
under the unified jurisdiction of the Chinese central government and became more closely
connected with the mainland in all aspects of politics, economy, culture, etc. It became an integral

part of the national unity as a whole.



From after 1760 (the 25th year of Qianlong's reign in the Qing Dynasty), there was a climax of
large-scale immigration of mainland residents to Taiwan again. By 1811 (the 16th year of Jiaqing's
reign in the Qing Dynasty), excluding the mountain compatriots, Taiwan's population had exceeded
two million residents, an increase of nearly 10 times compared to when the Zheng family and his
son governed Taiwan [in the final period of the Ming era when the Qing dynasty took over]. With
the development of production and population growth, the Qing government successively added
administrative agencies to Taiwan.

In 1885 (the eleventh year of the reign of Emperor Guangxu of the Qing Dynasty), Taiwan was
established as a province and Liu Mingchuan was appointed as the first governor. Liu Mingchuan
recruited residents from Fujian, Guangdong and other places to move to Taiwan to carry out a
large-scale development. He successively established the General Administration of Reclamation,
the General Administration of Telegraph, the General Administration of Railways, the Ordnance
Bureau, the Trade and Commerce Bureau, the Mineral Oil Bureau, the Logging Bureau and other
institutions; built forts and rectified defense; set up wires, established post and telecommunications;
lay railways, opened mines, built merchant ships, developed industry and commerce; built Chinese
and Western schools, developed culture and education, etc. Some of these construction projects
were pioneering in the country at that time. For example, the Taiwan Railway was not only one of
the first railways in the country, but was built by China itself with funds raised.

The Qing government governed Taiwan over the past 200 years, Taiwan's feudal economy has
developed rapidly.

[Editor: As already quoted above, the Treaty of [Shimonoseki], signed in 1895, ruled Taiwan's
annexation by Japan after Japanese invasion had started as early as 1874. The island's destiny
was later determined at the Cairo Conference of 1943 & confirmed at the Potsdam Conference.]
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As to the neighbours of Eastern China, there are not many countries that trade with China via sea
routes; just countries such as Korea and Ryukyu, and only Japan.

Korea's friendly relations with the Great Ming Empire were thoroughly organized as early as the
beginning of the Hongwu period. The title of a King of Goryeo was bestowed by the Ming Empire.
[Editor: Period of Emperor Hongwu (1368-1398), founder of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)]

As for the tributary relationship between Ryukyu and the Ming Empire, it was established in the
early Hongwu period.

Only Japan had the most pressing need to trade with the Ming; however, the trade relationship was
always difficult to manage.



Okinawa's History Searching for China and the Ryukyu Kingdom's 600 Years
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Okinawa lies across the sea from Zhejiang and Fujian, China. Actually, it also has a much older
identity as the Ryukyu Kingdom.

Beginning in the 15th century, the Ming and Qing imperial courts conferred canonization on the
Ryukyu kings several times; relying on the advantages of a Sino-Ryukyu tributary trade,

Ryukyu created a glorious era of great voyages to East Asia and became an important maritime
trade hub in Asia. As a result, Chinese civilization was also deeply penetrated into Ryukyu's cultural
genes.
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In 1372, Ryukyu paid tribute to China. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, whenever the throne

of the Ryukyu Kingdom changed, it would ask China for a title. China would also send a grand
canonization mission to Ryukyu eastward, with a total of more than 20 times.
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Today, hundreds of years of historical memory have not died out due to the changing years, but
have instead become an important local festival celebration in Okinawa. The city is mobilized
during the grand ceremony, and the streets are empty.
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